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own compositions, and so made what he gives to the world as the translation of an ancient poem.' If this was the case, I observed, it was wrong to publish it as a poem in six books. JOHNSON. 'Yes, Sir; and to ascribe it to a time too when the Highlanders knew nothing of books and nothing oisix\— or perhaps were got the length of counting six. We have been told, by Condamine, of a nation that could count no more than four1. This should be told to Monboddo; it Avould help him. There is as much charity in helping a man dowa-hill, as in helping him up-hill.' BOSWELL. ' I don't think there is as much charity.' JOHNSON. 'Yes, Sir, if his tendency be downwards. Till he is at the bottom he flounders ; get him once there, and he is quiet. Swift tells, that Stella had a trick, which she learned from Addison, of encouraging a man in absurdity, instead of endeavouring to extricate him2.'
Mr. M'Queen's answers to the inquiries concerning Ossian were so unsatisfactory, that I could not help observing, that, were he examined in a court of justice, he would find himself under a necessity of being more explicit. JOHNSON.
1 La Condamine describes a tribe called the Tameos, on the north side of the river Tiger in South America, who have a word for three. He continues :—' Happily for those who have transactions with them, their arithmetic goes no farther. The Brazilian tongue, a language spoken by people less savage, is equally barren ; the people who speak it, where more than three is to be expressed, are obliged to use the Portuguese.' Pinkerton's Voyages, xiv. 225.
0 ' It was Addison's practice, when he found any man invincibly wrong, to flatter his opinions by acquiescence, and sink him yet deeper iu absurdity. This artifice of mischief was admired by Stella; and Swift seems to approve her admiration.' Johnson's Works, v'li. 450. Swift, in his Character of Mrs. Johnson (Stella), says :—' Whether this proceeded from her easiness in general, or from her indifference to persons, or from her despair of mending them, or from the same practice which she much liked in Mr. Addison, I cannot determine; but when she saw any of the company very warm in a wrong opinion, she was more inclined to confirm them in it than oppose them. The excuse she commonly gave, when her friends asked the reason, was, " That it prevented noise and saved time." ' Swift's Works, xiv. 254,
'Sir, 'lielki gerant alii; tu, felix Austria, nubc;
